
To all 7th and 8th graders, 
 
Belmont Soccer will be offering a referee training course to all students entering 7th and 8th  grade this fall.  Up 
until this year MassRef offered an entry level Grade 9 training course to anyone who was twelve years of age or 
older.  Candidates who met the minimum age requirement were able to attend a full day training course 
through MassRef and, upon completion, were eligible to referee and assistant referee for BAYS travel games 
(and Belmont Soccer Association In-Town games). This year Mass Ref has changed their minimum age 
requirement from twelve to fourteen and their entry level license has changed from a Grade 9 to a Grade 8.  
These new requirements mean that 7th and 8th graders are no longer eligible to get an entry level certification 
through MassRef, and are not able to referee or assistant referee any BAYS Travel games.   
 
Belmont Soccer Association’s In-Town program does not require referees to have a MassRef certification; 
however all of our referees have always had this license.  Since twelve and thirteen year olds can no longer 
attend an entry level training course through MassRef, Belmont Soccer has created an in-house training program 
for this age group.  The Belmont Soccer training course will be modeled after the MassRef former Grade 9 
certification training.  It is 3 hour training, which is 5 hours shorter than the MassRef training.  Due to the shorter 
time, the training will be focused solely on center reffing 6v6 games, with a segment on how to maintain control 
of the game and strategies to handle issues that may arise during the course of the game.   Upon completion of 
this course all candidates will be eligible to become a referee for Town League games, but will not be able to 
referee or assistant referee any BAYS travel games.  By taking this course now you can begin working as a Town 
League referee and gain one to two years of experience prior to taking the MassRef grade 8 entry level course.   
 
This course is not meant as a replacement for the MassRef entry level Grade 8 training course.  It is being 
offered as a way to get referees in to the Belmont Soccer reffing program at an earlier age.  Any student who 
does this training will need to get their MassRef certification once they turn fourteen, and can then move up to 
refereeing and assistant refereeing BAYS Travel games, as well as still opting to referee Town League games.   
 
Important Note: If you are under 14 and obtained your MassRef Grade 9 license before the new requirements 
were effective (May 31, 2014), you will still be able to continue as a referee and assistant referee for BAYS and 
Town League games, and do not need to sign up for this course.  You will however, be required to recertify and 
upgrade your license to a grade 8 before the end of 2014.   MassRef recertification information for all current 
MassRef licensed referees will be sent out in the next few weeks. 
 

Belmont Soccer Town League Referee Training Course: 
Eligible candidates must be 12 years of age on or before September 1, 2014 

 
Date:   Tuesday, September 2, 2014 
Time:  4-7pm 
Location:  TBD 
Registration:  Follow this link to register for the course:  https://secure.adminsports.net/belmontmasoccer 
  Registration deadline is Friday August, 22. 
Cost:    $10 for course and materials 

 $45 for course, materials, and starter referee uniform kit 
 

Please note:  All Town League referees will be required to wear the MassRef regulation uniform, so if you choose to only pay 
the $10 for the course and materials, upon completion you will then need to purchase the uniform if you wish to work as a 
referee for Belmont Soccer Association. 
 
Any questions can be directed to Dana Dunne, the 6v6 Referee assignor, at adanadunne@yahoo.com or 617-
212-4191. 
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